[Report from the Health Council of the Netherlands on disputed memories].
The Health Council of the Netherlands recently has published an advisory report to the Minister of Health, Welfare and Sport on 'Disputed Memories'. The committee, which was established to formulate the report, has answered questions about the accessibility of memories of traumatic events, about the circumstances that might make memories accessible again, and about the possibility of recalling memories of events that were never experienced. The role of psychotherapy in retrieving traumatic memories is discussed extensively, leading to specific recommendations. In contacts with patients and law enforcement agency therapists are expected to refrain from judgments about the historical truth of recovered memories.